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Tallying Campaign 2004
BY ROBIN HINDREY

Kerry and Women: Too Little, Too Late

(continued on page 3)

Over 62 million women voted in this year’s
election, supporting George W. Bush in
higher numbers than in 2000 and reducing
the gap between how men and women voted.

The gender gap—the difference between
the percentage of women and men who
support a given candidate—was 7 percentage
points this year, with 48 percent of female
voters and 55 percent of male voters support-
ing Bush, according to most exit polls. In
2000, the gap was 10 percentage points, with
43 percent of female voters and 53 percent
of male voters coming out in favor of Bush.

Since 1980, when women first began
voting at higher rates than men and the
gender gap won greater public attention, the

average spread between
the vote of women and
men has been 7.7
percent, according to
Susan Carroll, a senior
scholar at the Rutgers
center. “This year was
actually pretty average,”
she noted. “That said,

Kerry did less well with women voters [than
Al Gore did], with only 51 percent of the
vote versus Gore’s 54 percent. In that
difference lies the reason that Kerry didn’t
win the popular vote and Gore did.”

Carroll echoed the opinion of many
political analysts and women’s advocates
when she suggested that Kerry began
prioritizing women’s issues too late in the
game. “He was so concerned with establish-
ing his commander-in-chief credentials,”
Carroll said, that he failed to address other
important issues such as job security,
retirement benefits and health care.

Others, however, have argued that
women’s concerns over health care and the
economy were ultimately trumped by con-
cerns over terrorism and national security.
 “The security issue drove women more than
we understood,” said Marie Wilson, presi-
dent of The White House Project, a non-
partisan organization that works to get
women to the polls and to enhance women’s
participation in all levels of government.
Wilson noted some people’s contention that

(continued on page 5)

As NOW activists gathered at the White
House carrying signs that said “Count Every
Vote” and “Democracy NOW,” we learned
that John Kerry would be conceding the
election.

Despite pleas for the Kerry campaign to
wait for the counting of hundreds of thou-
sands of provisional ballots in Ohio, and for
the verification of Florida results that were
dramatically contrary to exit polling, the
promise of the 2004 election is no more.

But the strength we gained, the alliances
we created, the friends we made, the voters
we registered, the debates we provoked, the
activists we energized, the new feminists we

elected to Congress and state legislatures...
no one can take those away.

Your phone calls to friends and strangers,
door-knocking in your own neighborhood or
on the other side of the country, marching on
Washington, emailing friends and co-
workers, writing to undecided voters,
organizing actions and events, contributing
to NOW/PAC efforts and to campaigns
across the country...in all those ways and
more, you brought us to the edge of victory.

The battle of the last year is over, but a
new one is beginning.
• We must fight back against Bush’s

regressive policies on every issue. Now is

We will never give up
BY KIM GANDY, NATIONAL NOW PRESIDENT

You Say You Want a
Revolution?

“To believe in something

not yet proved and to

underwrite it with our lives:

it is the only way we can

leave the future open.”

—Lillian Smith, 1954

“When you get into a tight

place and everything

goes against you, till it

seems as though you

could not hang on a

minute longer, never give

up then, for that is just

the place and time the

tide will turn.”

—Harriet Beecher Stowe

“The time you need to do

something is when no

one else is willing to do it,

when people are saying it

can’t be done.”

—Mary Frances Berry,

former commissioner,

U.S. Commission on Civil

Rights

Let’s bring our intensity to
the next Chapter Meeting
on November 30.

See back page for details.

MC NOW Calendar of Events

November 2004 MC NOW General Chapter Meeting

Join us in the
Macklin Tower,
Room 212,
Montgomery College
Rockville Campus

I

Submissions to
Newsletter Welcome.

From Now On reserves the right
to edit submissions for brevity.
Ads accepted for nominal fees.

Call 301-236-0069

Email Mary Bailey at
bravenewworld@starpower.net

Write P.O. Box 2301
Rockville, MD
20847-2301

SUBMISSION DEADLINE
FOR OCTOBER ISSUE:
December 15, 2004

BoarBoarBoarBoarBoard Meetings usually take place on the first Monday of each month d Meetings usually take place on the first Monday of each month d Meetings usually take place on the first Monday of each month d Meetings usually take place on the first Monday of each month d Meetings usually take place on the first Monday of each month (unless a holiday). All members welcome.
Chapter meetings arChapter meetings arChapter meetings arChapter meetings arChapter meetings are generally held on the thire generally held on the thire generally held on the thire generally held on the thire generally held on the third Td Td Td Td Tuesday of the monthuesday of the monthuesday of the monthuesday of the monthuesday of the month and action activities are held regularly.

Macklin Tower

November 2004November 2004November 2004November 2004November 2004

9 7:00 pm: MC NOW Board Meeting,
El Mariachi Restaurant

11 AAUW 2004 International
Symposium

23 12:00–1:30 pm: Health Hazards for
Women discussed by Diana Zuckerman
of the National Research Center for
Women and Families re breast implants,
and Leslie Fair of the Federal Trade
Commission re deceptive advertising.
Clearinghouse for Women, Dupont
Circle, DC. 202-362-5717.

30 MC NOW Chapter Meeting
(see box below)

Come join us to:

Deconstruct the Election
Strategize for the Future

Tuesday, November 30 at 7:30 p.m.
Montgomery College Rockville Campus

Macklin Tower, Room 212

For more information, contact Genevieve Carminati at (301) 251-7446 or email
genevieve.carminati@montgomerycollege.edu.

First WFirst WFirst WFirst WFirst We Cre Cre Cre Cre Cryyyyy...............
Then WThen WThen WThen WThen We Get to We Get to We Get to We Get to We Get to Work.ork.ork.ork.ork.

DecemberDecemberDecemberDecemberDecember, 2004, 2004, 2004, 2004, 2004

3 8:00 am–5:30 pm: ”Linking Thought and
Action.” Increasing opportunities for low-
income women and girls. Sponsored by
Wider Opportunities for Women and GW
Women’s Studies, at 800 21st St., NW,
Suite 204. 202-464-1596.

6 7:00 pm: MC NOW Board Meeting,
Hollywood East Café, 2312 Price Ave.,
Wheaton

Because of the holidays, there will be no
December Chapter Meeting

JanuarJanuarJanuarJanuarJanuaryyyyy, 2005, 2005, 2005, 2005, 2005

3 MC NOW Board Meeting, 7pm, at
Montgomery College, Macklin Towers,
Women’s Studies Commons, #212
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From NOW On is published 9 times/year by the Montgomery County Chapter of the
National Organization for Women (chapter 0200),

P.O. Box 2301, Rockville, MD 20847-2301.

TO: MEMBERS OF MC NOW WHO PROVIDED EMAIL ADDRESSES
FROM: L. JEANNETTE FELDNER, MC NOW MEMBERSHIP CHAIR

Your Montgomery County Chapter of the National Organization for Women is trying to
save money on printing and mailing costs. Each of you provided your email address
when you became a member or renewed your membership in NOW. Therefore, I am
hoping that you will be open to receiving your MC NOW newsletter, From NOW On, via
email as a pdf attachment.

IF YOU DON’T WANT TO RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL, AND WOULD
PREFER TO RECEIVE A PAPER COPY IN THE MAIL, PLEASE SEND AN EMAIL TO
LJ.FELDNER@VERIZON.NET AND LET ME KNOW. I WILL THEN TAKE YOU OFF THE
EMAIL LIST.

Thank you so much for being a member of MC NOW.
Your membership makes a difference to the women in Montgomery County.

Dear Wonderful MC NOW Folks,
If ever there was a time to come together and draw on our collective strength, information and
wisdom, the time is now (NOW)!  Although the results of the presidential race was not
inspiring, the level of energy and action that progressive forces in the country, the state and
right here in Montgomery County produced was an incredible high.  Montgomery County
NOW members conducted “shuttle election action” to Philadelphia and its environs.  Con-
gratulations to you all for helping to keep Pennsylvania blue!

If every there was a time for Montgomery County NOW to provide strategic leadership on
basic issues of fairness, education, freedom from violence, and divisive theocratic forays right
in our own back yard, that time is NOW.
NOTE:  The Montgomery County Board of Education recently passed a policy to add condom
information to their health education curriculum countywide and to begin piloting a new
family life curriculum in three high schools that addresses homosexuality for the first time. If it
works, the new curriculum will also be implemented countywide. Until now, teachers have
been prohibited from talking about homosexuality except in response to a student’s question. 

The Board of Education office has been receiving a large amount of e-mail opposing this
new policy. According to Delegate Rich Madaleno (D-Kensington), “A board member told me
that one of my constituents in Kensington actually wrote that the last election proved that
Americans do not want to tolerate any more homosexuality in our country. We need to demon-
strate that Montgomery County values tolerance, education, and diversity.”  Rumors are flying
that right-wing zealots may actually sue the Board of Education over the policy.  Please
contact the Board today and show support for this new policy. Let these elected Board mem-
bers know that their constituents support their leadership on this issue. 

To read more about the backlash to the policy, visit: http://www.equalitymaryland.org/
News2004.11.16.htm  

Come to the November 30th Chapter meeting.  We will have up-to-the-minute reports of
what really happened in the hamlets of Ohio………TURNS OUT THE STATE IS REALLY
MORE PURPLE THAN RED.  Did all those folks really vote for GW?

Even more on point come and help design the strategy to beat back our very own
radical right.  NOVEMBER 30TH AT MONTGOMERY COLLEGE MAY BE THE MOST
IMPORTANT MONTGOMERY NOW MEETING OF THE YEAR.  BE A PART OF IT!
SEE YOU THERE!

— Rosemary

Presidents’ Message
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MC NOW New and Renewal Application

 $35 ONE YEAR,

FULL NOW MEMBERSHIP

(newsletter subscription free)

 $17-34 Sliding scale; what you can afford

 FREE I am a Maryland or National NOW
member and wish to affiliate with
Montgomery County NOW
(chapter 0200)

 Contribution to MC NOW of

$ ____________________

NOVDEC04MCNOW

Name _______________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _________________________________________________________

Phone (day) ______________________________________________________ (eve)

Fax _______________________________  Email ___________________________

I got this newsletter from: _____________  Gift membership from: _____________

Please make your check payable to Montgomery County NOW and
mail along with the application to:

MONTGOMERY COUNTY NOW, P.O. Box 2301, Rockville, MD 20847-2301

Give a gift of membership to your Friends, Family, and Yourself.

Ill lesbians have a friend in
the Mautner Project, a DC
nonprofit organization.
According to the Journal of
Women’s Health, some
lesbians who face discrimi-
nation in health care avoid
routine primary care. To
counteract such problems,
the Mautner Project helps
lesbians who have been
barred from hospital rooms
and offers training on

lesbian-specific care for health care providers. The
organization also provides meal delivery for seriously
ill lesbians and hosts caregiving and bereavement
support groups. Call 202-332-5536 or see
www.mautnerproject.org. (Wash Post 9-28-04)

Riddle me this. Actress Janet Leigh died last month.
She is best known for her role in “Psycho,” the 1960
movie in which she is hacked to death in a shower.
Confessing that “it never dawned on me how truly
vulnerable we are,” Leigh wrote that she had been
unable to take a shower ever since. Therefore it is
puzzling that, as her daughter Jamie Lee Curtis told a
Biography Channel interviewer, Leigh encouraged
her child to accept roles in such slasher/horror films
of the late 1970s and early 1980s as “Halloween,”
“Prom Night,” and “Terror Train.”

Culture Watch. “72 Virgins” is the title of a short anti-
terrorist film about suicide bombers who believe
they’ll go straight to heaven and be received by the
said virgins. The film features an old woman in an “I
Dream of Jeannie” costume and ends with the
message: “Read the fine print. Terrorism. It’s ugly.”
The film had not yet been released by Jewish Impact
Films, a non-profit group founded by several
Hollywood producers (Wall St. Jrnl, 10-7-04)….To
please their teenage daughters, some parents are
paying for breast implants as graduation gifts. The
number of teen implants nearly tripled between 2002
and 2003 (from 3,872 to 11,326), thanks in part to

The Watchful Eye   BY MARY BAILEY

reality TV shows such as “Extreme Makeover.”
Although cosmetic surgeons frequently are willing
to perform the nearly $7,000 procedure, others are
reluctant to do so because the girls may still be
growing. In consulting with surgeons, said Diane
Zuckerman of the National Research Center for
Women and Children, “Some teenagers sound
mature when they’re not. You basically have a
young girl being reassured by her doctor.” (Wash
Post 10-26-04)

The not so-long-ago past. “I came up at a time
when there were very few women who stayed in
graduate programs, because they did their best to
discourage us. When I went to have my program
card signed on my first day at Harvard as a
graduate student, the chairman said to me, ‘We
don’t want any women here.’ That was my
welcome to Harvard. Most of the women dropped
out. Because prejudice is everywhere, and
institutions are quite rigid, I’m sure the former
prejudice has just moved to the left or the right. We
should not think of ourselves better than our
predecessors.” (Harvard professor Helen Vendler,
May/June issue of Humanities.) Thanks to Shirley
Caminer who forwarded this entry.

Pregnant workers: When should you tell the boss
you’re expecting and what your maternity-leave
plans are? If you’re a skilled worker, it’s usually
wise to share the news soon and explain how you
plan to manage—or else run the risk of undermining
your boss’s trust in you. However, if you are an
unskilled worker where jobs are basically inter-
changeable, it may be best to keep quiet and prove
yourself an able worker instead. If you’re interview-
ing for a job, wait until you have the offer, then tell
in order to avoid a negative surprise later. If you are
certain you won’t return to work after giving birth,
tell your boss as soon as possible. Rather than
mislead, negotiate for disability pay or health
insurance—for example, you can offer to do some
work for free in return for postponing your official
quit date. (Wall St Jrnl, 10-14-04)

Quote of note. The broadcasting
industry is “so potent it’s
considered immune from the laws
of political physics,” according to
the trade paper Multichannel
News. (Wall St Jrnl 9-27-04)

Poliwood. The Washington Post
opined that the “rallying cry for
many social conservatives was
opposition to same-sex marriage.
But concern about the Supreme
Court, abortion, school prayer
and pornography also motivated
these ‘value voters.’” (11-8-04)
Maybe the Democratic Party
should recognize the sexual
direction conservatives are
taking. The Democrats can
bolster their positions on sexual
issues without losing any of their
principles, the Watcher thinks, by
breaking off their lucrative ties to
the entertainment industry.

Comedian Gracie Allen ran for
president as a gag in 1940.
Gracie’s campaign had a 34-city
whistle stop tour. Her Surprise
Ticket’s song went, “If the
country’s going Gracie, so are
you.” Gracie invented the sew-on
campaign button, so voters
wouldn’t change their minds so
much. She also said that a
candidate “should come from a
good family, because while
breeding isn’t everything, it is
said to be lots of fun.” (Wall St
Jrnl, 10-27-04)
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Kerry did not come down firmly enough in
his views on the Iraq war, but also said that
groups appealing to female voters and the
Democratic Party as a whole failed to ad-
equately address security concerns as well.

However, most exit polls found that in
addition to security issues, for about 1-in-5
voters, so-called moral issues such as abortion
and gay rights were the most important factor
in helping them to decide whom to vote for.
When it came to Bush supporters, these issues
held particular sway: 80 percent said “moral
values” were a huge factor in determining
their vote, according to Edison/Mitofsky
nationwide exit polls.

Kerry lacked a moral message that
mainstream voters could latch onto, said
Nancy Pfotenhauer, president of the DC-
based Independent Women’s Forum, a
nonprofit group describing itself as “estab-
lished to combat the woman-as-victim, pro-
big-government ideology of radical femi-
nism.” “Kerry was hurt by his inability to
distance himself from the radical elements of
his party,” Pfotenhauer said. She singled out
such hot-button topics as abortion and gay
marriage, contending that issues such as
“partial-birth” abortion were seen as radical
and off-putting, alienating many whom
otherwise consider themselves pro-choice.

Not everyone sees such a clear “moral
majority” in the Republicans’ congressional and
presidential victories. Nancy Northrup, president
of the New York-based Center for Reproductive
Rights, a legal advocacy organization, said the
gender gap provides no indication of how U.S.
women feel about abortion rights. Even though
abortion rights were on the table this election,
she said concern over the appointment of
activist judges to the Supreme Court and the
fight over a possible federal abortion ban
were not emphasized in this election.

“We can’t look at this as a referendum or a
comment on how important Roe vs. Wade is
to voters,” she said. She argued that a Bush
vote was not necessarily an anti-abortion vote,
just as a Kerry vote was not solely based on
his pro-choice stance.

In the end, many said, the shrinking
gender gap and success of conservative
candidates can serve as a lesson in the
importance of appealing directly to female
voters at all times, not only in the waning
weeks of an election season. It is also a call to
action for the Democratic Party, some said.
(Women’s eNews, 11-07-04)

Women Capture Key
Congressional Positions

A record 139 women ran for the House
of Representatives this year. Of that group,
the 57 incumbents won reelection and eight
newcomers won seats. In addition, three
women retained their seats as non-voting
delegates representing the District of
Columbia, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and
Guam.

Though three congresswomen are
stepping down this year, a record 65 women
will serve in the House when the 109th

Congress convenes in January.
The number of women in the House may

increase even further, as Democrat Willie
Mount faces a runoff election on December
4 in Louisiana against incumbent Republi-
can Charles W. Boustany. In addition, a
congressional race in New York between
Republican Nancy Naples and Democrat
Brian Higgins has not yet been called.

Though the election saw some disap-
pointments for female candidates, some
experts said this year’s gains hark back to
the so-called Year of the Woman in 1992,
when the number of women in Congress
jumped from 28 to 42.

Only one female congressional candidate
defeated an incumbent this year: Democrat
Melissa Bean of Illinois. Bean won in the
state’s heavily Republican 8th District,
defeating Philip Crane, who has held the
office since 1969, with slightly less than 52
percent of the vote. Bean, who is pro-choice,
has a background in the high tech industry
and has never held elected office.

Seven women won open seats in the
House, including three in battleground
states and one Democrat in a heavily
Republican southern state. In Wisconsin,
Gwen Moore became the state’s first black
representative to Congress. In Pennsylva-
nia, pro-choice Allyson Schwartz defeated
Republican Melissa Brown. In Georgia,
pro-choice Democrat Cynthia McKinney,
who is African American, defeated another
African American woman, Republican
Catherine Davis. In her acceptance speech,
McKinney voiced her opposition to what
she called the “war machine” and the
“corporate propaganda machine” of
America.

In the Senate, four of the five incum-
bents won handily. The fifth, Republican

Campaign 2004 (continued from page 1)

Lisa Murkowski of Alaska,
withstood a closely watched
challenge. Murkowski, who
is a self-described pro-
choice Republican, has a
mixed record when it comes
to abortion rights, receiving
only a 14 percent pro-choice
rating from NARAL Pro-
Choice America.

Outside of congressional
races, three women ran for
governor this year: Ruth
Ann Minner of Delaware,
Claire Caskill of Missouri,
and Christine Gregoire of
Washington. Minner, a
Democratic incumbent, won
her race, while Democrat
McCaskill lost. Democrat
Gregoire’s race against
Republican Dino Rossie is
still locked in a dead heat. If
she wins, Gregoire will join
nine other female governors,
already a record high.
(Women’s eNews, 11-09-04)

PFLAG SUPPORPFLAG SUPPORPFLAG SUPPORPFLAG SUPPORPFLAG SUPPORT GROUPT GROUPT GROUPT GROUPT GROUP
SCHEDULESCHEDULESCHEDULESCHEDULESCHEDULE

Parents, Families, and Friends
of Lesbians and Gays

EverEverEverEverEveryone is welcome!yone is welcome!yone is welcome!yone is welcome!yone is welcome!

Trained facilitators lead our
support groups and
confidentiality is maintained.
Our goal is to help families
heal and stay together.

Nov 17, 2:00 p.m, Bethesda,
Cedar Lane Unitarian
Church, 9601 Cedar Lane,

Trans-People and Their
Families. Concurrent with
the Bethesda support group
(above)

For more information call
(301) 439-FLAG (3524).

Remember:Remember:Remember:Remember:Remember:
YYYYYou arou arou arou arou are not alone!e not alone!e not alone!e not alone!e not alone!
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Elsewhere in the World
ABRIDGED FROM WWW.WOMENSENEWS.ORG

September 25,2004

Paid Sex Nixed byPaid Sex Nixed byPaid Sex Nixed byPaid Sex Nixed byPaid Sex Nixed by
PentagonPentagonPentagonPentagonPentagon

U.S. service members who solicit prostitutes
could soon face dishonorable discharge and
up to one year in prison, Women’s Enews
reports in its weekly “Cheers” section. If the
Pentagon succeeds in adding an anti-prostitu-
tion change to the Uniform Code of Military
Justice, Bush Administration efforts to crack
down on international sex trafficking could
receive a boost. Pentagon officials also
promise to extend their focus to civilian
defense contractors who are not subject to the
military code, allowing termination of
contracts with companies whose employees
are caught patronizing prostitutes.

September 26, 2004
Bulgarian TBulgarian TBulgarian TBulgarian TBulgarian Trafrafrafrafrafficking Vficking Vficking Vficking Vficking Victimsictimsictimsictimsictims
Face HarFace HarFace HarFace HarFace Hard Homecomingd Homecomingd Homecomingd Homecomingd Homecoming

As many as 15,000 Bulgarian women have
fallen into the hands of traffickers since the
nation gained independence in 1992, and like
similar women from other Eastern Europe and
former Soviet countries, they rarely find their
way home. Less than 5 percent have returned.
But, in order to qualify for entrance into the
European Union by 2007, Bulgaria passed a
law in 2003 imposing stiff sentences on
traffickers, launching investigations into
organized crime, and developing crisis and
support centers. In a country where women
constitute 65 percent of the long-term
unemployed, young females desperate for
work are easy prey for traffickers who lure
them through unscrupulous job and “mail
order bride” ads. Very few realize what
they’re getting into. Despite the legislation,
however, there is little public sympathy for
returning victims, who are almost always
viewed as willing participants of their forced
prostitution. When Vanko 1, a popular rap
star, was found guilty of trafficking more than
a dozen young women—one of them a
minor—the public, especially the young,
remained supportive of him. Said National
Assembly member Ralitsa Againe, “His work,
and the fact that ‘older’ people don’t under-
stand the music, youngsters seem to feel, is
more important than whether or not he
forcefully exported women.”

October 9, 2004
Aboriginal WAboriginal WAboriginal WAboriginal WAboriginal Women Ignoromen Ignoromen Ignoromen Ignoromen Ignorededededed

Aboriginal women in Canada have been
largely ignored by police and other offi-
cials, contributing to “an appalling state of
racial discrimination and social
marginalization,” according to the Amnesty
International report, “Stolen Sisters.” Over
the last 30 years, over 500 aboriginal
women have disappeared or been murdered,
Amnesty said. The human rights group
condemned what it said is “terrible official
indifference and apathy” toward native
women, particularly those who end up in
the sex trade. The incidence of poverty and
homelessness among the indigenous people
of Canada is extremely high, and prostitu-
tion often seems the only option for
Aboriginal women. Their resulting vulner-
ability, the report says, “has been exploited
by Indigenous and non-Indigenous men to
carry out acts of extreme brutality” against
them. Indigenous women’s organizations,
such as the National Aboriginal Circle
against Family Violence, have long tried to
draw attention to what they call a war of
violence against women and children.
Amnesty called on Canada to quickly
remedy the situation. “Internationally, the
Canadian government has taken the lead on
many human rights issues,” said Amnesty’s
Secretary-General Irene Khan. “Canada
must implement at home that which it
implores others to do abroad.”

October 23, 2004
Pakistan Boosts PolsPakistan Boosts PolsPakistan Boosts PolsPakistan Boosts PolsPakistan Boosts Pols

Pakistan’s women’s ministry announces a
new program to educate and train female
leaders and representatives of local govern-
ment across the country. The Women’s
Political School project, a joint effort
between Pakistan’s government and the
United Nations Development Program, will
target about 40,000 women, according to a
UN press statement. The project “will help
empower Pakistan’s female politicians to use
their public offices to raise women’s issues
directly into the policy agenda,” said Nilofar
Bakhtiyar, an advisor to the prime minister
of women’s development. Bakhtiyar added
that the program would usher in many
changes within local political leadership,
which should bolster female candidates in
2005 local elections.

—MB

Love YLove YLove YLove YLove Your Bodyour Bodyour Bodyour Bodyour Body:::::
2005 Poster2005 Poster2005 Poster2005 Poster2005 Poster
ContestContestContestContestContest
Deadline:
December 1, 2004

The National Organization
for Women Foundation is
hosting a poster design
contest as part of the 20052005200520052005
Love YLove YLove YLove YLove Your Body Campaignour Body Campaignour Body Campaignour Body Campaignour Body Campaign.
We are looking for innova-
tive responses to the
onslaught of negative
images that impact women’s
and girl’s health.

Winning images will provide
a visual response to
advertisers who attempt to
link smoking, drinking, and
dieting to women’s libera-
tion; fashion magazines who
imply that anorexia is the
path to beauty; and market-
ers who tell us that more
expensive cosmetics will
improve a woman’s sense of
self worth.

The grand prize winning
poster will be used as part
of a national campaign to
challenge the use of violent,
drug-addicted, starved,
surgically-enhanced
images of women and to
fight against the industries
that profit from women’s
dissatisfaction with their
bodies.

All submissions must be
mailed to:

NOW
1100 H Street, NW
Third Floor
Washington, D.C. 20005

The 8th Annual Love Your
Body Day will be held on
Wednesday, October 19,
2005.
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Throughout this year’s month-by-
month survey of women’s events
from the beginning of history
through 1849, the increase in the
number of feminists born after the
American Revolution is notable.
These women grew up in the
afterglow of a war for liberty and
justice, which gave them the hope
that someday everyone would share
in democracy’s promise.

November:

6 Elizabeth Blackwell arrives at
Geneva College to begin her
medical studies, 1847. “The
professors don’t exactly know in
what species of the human family
to place me,” she writes home.

 7 Anne Hutchinson, religious
freedom advocate, flees to
Rhode Island after being
condemned in Massachusetts
for heresy and “traducing the
ministers,” 1637.

 8 Mt. Holyoke opens its doors to
eager female students, 1837.

11 Abigail Adams, who wrote long,
perceptive letters to her husband,
President John Adams, urging
women’s rights and anti-British
action, born, 1744.

12 Elizabeth Cady Stanton, author
of the Seneca Falls Declaration
and the Women’s Bible, whose
father often told her, “Oh, my
daughter, I wish you were a
boy,” born, 1815.

15 Margaret Fuller completes her
opus, Women in the 19th

Century, which scandalizes the
public with her revolutionary
ideas about the relationship
between women and men, 1844.

22 Novelist Mary Ann Evans, who
wrote under the name George
Eliot, born, 1819.

26 Sarah Grimke, abolitionist and
feminist, who freed her family’s
slaves in South Carolina and
who also said, “I ask no favors
for my sex…All I ask of our
brethren is that they will take
their feet from off our necks,”
born, 1792.

29 Louisa May Alcott, suffragist
and author of Little Women,
who said, “I’d rather be a free
spinster and paddle my own
canoe,” born, 1832.
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(before 1850) Lidie Newton lived in a time like our own in
one way: The nation was divided almost
equally into two competing groups of states.
In Lidie’s 1850s, however, the division was
not between conservatives and liberals, but
between states that allowed slavery
and those that did not. High passions
on both sides were aroused by the
imminent admission of Kansas into
the Union. The question was, would
be it slave or free, tilting the balance
of power in Congress one way or the
other.The heroine of Jane Smiley’s
novel, The All True Travels and
Adventures of Lidie Newton, found
herself in the middle of the controvery,
which boiled over into violence.

Lidie grew to young womanhood in
Quincy, Illinois. A spirited girl who liked
riding horses much better than cooking and
cleaning, she was often in trouble with her
family for neglecting household chores.
Though tall and plain, she made a fortunate
match with an educated young man from
Boston, who paused in Quincy a while on
his way to homestead in Kansas. He liked
Lidie’s adverturous nature, and when he left
for Kansas, she joined him as his wife. She
was smitten with him from the beginning,
and she was excited about going to Kansas.
She did not know that he carried along a
dangerous cargo of guns for a possible fight
in Kansas. He was an ardent abolitionist
and, like many other easterners, was going
to live in Kansas to make sure that it came
into the Union as a free state.

Surviving in Lawrence, Kansas, was
almost unbelievably hard. The young couple
lived with friends from the east in a primi-
tive dwelling made from hay bales and

Woman’s Struggle on the Frontier in Dangerous Times
BY FRAN PORTER

canvas until they could occupy their claim,
several miles from town. The rustic log
dwelling they erected could not protect them
from a harsh winter, and they were forced to

move back to town, temporarily, they
thought. But fighting broke out
between marauding Missourians (pro-
slavery forces) and the residents of
Lawrence, and it became “bleeding
Kansas.” Through it all, Lidie was
stalwart and strong, as women had to
be to survive living on the
windy plains under threatening
conditions.

     The powerlessnes of those strong,
competent women became clear as they were
left behind when their men went away to
meet with others to try to find ways, through
political channels, to ensure the freedom of
all citizens in the future state. The helpless-
ness of women in the face of oppression by
men in those days became clear, also, in
Lidie’s further adventures when she was
forced to fight her battles alone.

One era in the history of the U.S in the
days just before the Civil War is wonderfully
illuminated by Jane Smiley. It is impossible,
after reading this book, not to search out
information on the Missouri Compromise and
the Kansas Nebraska Act, legislation which
influenced events in Kansas during this
period.

The women in Smiley’s book are care-
fully drawn. Not all have Lidie’s spunk, and
some returned to the relative comforts of the
east. But in the others we have characters that
gives us something of an understanding of
the hardships our forefathers and foremothers
endured in settling this country.

In “Final Curtain,” Lynn Buck’s new mystery
novel, retired city detective Tony O’Toole
faces a murderer on a mission with one kill
on the books and two more to go.

Eighty-two -year old Lynn, a Marylander
and NOW member, spins an intriguing tale of
jealousy, greed, and love.  Her cast of spirited
adults allows Buck to replace senior stereo-
types with a vivid portrait of life in a retire-
ment community.

Living the good life is what the
Clearwater community promises its residents,
but a series of murders shatters the peace.
O’Toole, masquerading as a new resident, is
at wit’s end seeking the killer’s motive and

why two women, a retired nurse and an artist,
are next on the killer’s list.

Buck, an editor of the Baltimore Review
for several years, currently lives in a Quaker
retirement community near Baltimore.  She
wanted to be a writer from early childhood,
but it took several decades for her to reach that
goal.  Now, far from slowing her down,
retirement has resulted in publication of two
books, “Eccentric Circles: An Uncommon Tale
of Five Women” and “Amanda’s House,”
written when she hit 75 and 80.  Lynn Buck
has taught writing workshops in Maryland and
New York, and her writing has appeared in a
number of journals and anthologies.

—MB

Murders Rock Senior Retirement Community
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How it Was
NOV-DEC

(before 1850)

December

 2 Ann Royall, terror of corrupt
politicians, begins editing the
newspaper The Huntress at age
68, 1836.

8 Frances Wright, an English-
woman and the first woman to
publicly assert women’s equality
in America, shocking the nation
because she did not have an
escort, begins a course of
lectures in Pittsburgh, 1829.

10 Emily Dickinson, poet, born,
1830.

11 Kenau Hasselaer, greatest
female soldier in Holland, holds
out her corps of women warriors
against 30,000 Spaniards in
Haarlem, Holland, 1572.

12 Mary Powers Filley, farmer and
suffragist who helped repeal the
St. Louis law legalizing
prostitution, born, 1821.

16 Jane Austen, author, who said,
“To be so bent on marriage—to
pursue a man merely for the
sake of situation—is the sort of
thing that shocks me,” born,
1775.

18 Laura Johns, suffragist whose
fiery speeches led to winning
the vote for women in Kansas,
born, 1849.

24 Elizabeth Chandler, author and
abolitionist, who encouraged
women to boycott goods
produced by slave labor, born,
1834.

25 Clara Barton, organizer of the
American Red Cross, born,
1821.

29 Ms. Grant advertises her
services as a midwife in the
South Carolina Gazette, adding,
“She will with the greatest
cheerfulness assist the poor,
Gratis,” 1768.

(Selections from The Liberated
Woman’s Appointment
Calendar, 1972-1974)

Last issue, I asked everyone to renew, join,
or give a gift membership, to keep our
chapter growing. And then I sat back waiting
for all the cards and letters to come pouring
in. Well, it hasn’t happened yet, as far as I
can tell. We did get a few renewals in the
mail, which made me very happy. Thank you
to all who heeded the call. It may take a few
months to see the growth from this. But I
expected and wanted more. When I got the
member list of our chapter from National
NOW, I saw that our chapter member
numbers are remaining stagnant—we get
about as many new and renewed members
and transfers into our chapter as we get
transfers out and dropped memberships.

So the good news is we’re still a very
large chapter, but we’re not growing. So
what do we do now? Well, I looked to
myself. I wrote that article asking members
to renew, join and give a gift. But then I got
busy and didn’t do anything myself! So
today I thought hard about who of my

Message from Membership   BY JEANETTE FELDNER

friends or family would benefit from being a
member of Montgomery County NOW. And
could I give a gift membership to someone
who might someday give of herself to the
chapter or give to someone else a gift
membership?

Well, most of my friends are feminists, so
it really wasn’t hard at all to decide on one of
them. So I just wrote a check to MC NOW
for my friend Robin to become a member of
this chapter that I love, that does so much
good for the women in this county. And I just
filled out the gift form from the newsletter
with her mailing information. I will mail it
tomorrow. I’m hoping that Robin will
appreciate the thought behind my wanting
her to join me and this large group of active,
feminist women. I’m hoping that she will
feel the power we feel.

Today I added another member to our
chapter. It wasn’t very hard. And I feel so
good about it. Try it yourself. Let me know
how you and your new member feel about it.

not the time to be timid — we must not
give in to an agenda that endangers our
rights, our freedoms, our liberty, and our
lives.

• We must demand our senators block
every Supreme Court nominee, and every
cabinet member who would deny our
rights and liberties, and that they filibus-
ter over and over and over, to prevent a
Supreme Court majority that would turn
women’s rights and civil rights back to
the 1950’s.

• We must take our fight to the state
legislatures, state by state, bill by bill, and
enact legislation that will protect us and
our families.

• We must continue to March for Women’s
Lives across the country — expanding
our million marchers into millions of
voices speaking up for women’s rights in
their communities.

• We must intensify our efforts to register,
motivate and mobilize new voters,
especially women, and recruit and train
candidates who support women’s rights,
so that by 2006 there will be reinforce-
ments for our friends in Congress who

are standing up against the right wing’s
anti-woman agenda.

We must continue to build on the work we’ve
done in the past year, and take the fight for
our rights to every level of our government
— as our foremothers did in seeking the right
to vote. For 72 years they waged the battle
for our rights, going from the states to the
Congress and back again, challenging
president after president, persevering until
they won the victory that is the birthright of
women today.
We can do no less for ourselves and those
we love . . .
It’s time. Celebrate our victories, throw off
the frustration (yes, even the despair) and
join us in the bold fight ahead.
For justice,
Kim Gandy
NOW President

“With women such as these consecrating
their lives, failure is impossible”

—Susan B. Anthony’s final public words

Kim Gandy Letter (continued from page 1)

I Put My Money Where My Mouth Is


