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The Reform “Party”: Leadership Forum and Coalition Bazaar

June 5, 2010 – 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

YWCA Annapolis and Anne Arundel County, Arnold, Maryland

The Maryland Women’s Coalition for Health Care Reform proposes to celebrate and strengthen its partnership with
its member organizations as a critical strategy in its efforts to see that every Marylander has access to the health
services they need and deserve.

Why hold this event now? Why hold this event now? Why hold this event now? Why hold this event now? Why hold this event now? In March 2010 federal health care reform legislation was signed into law. Now, the work of
implementation begins. The Coalition has identified a two-pronged strategy for its work. It will work to ensure that the
legislation and state policies, procedures and resources are in place. But, first, it will work with its member organiza-
tions and state partners to educate Marylanders about the specific ways they can benefit from health care reform.

What type of event will it be?What type of event will it be?What type of event will it be?What type of event will it be?What type of event will it be? The morning will include an educational forum to provide participants with inform a -
tion on the (1) impact of federal reform on the state; (2) specific benefits to Maryland’s residents, and (3) ways that
member organizations can be involved in the Coalition’s work. Following lunch there will be an opportunity to
network while enjoying a crafts and fashion bazaar to benefit the Coalition.

Why supporWhy supporWhy supporWhy supporWhy support the Coalition?t the Coalition?t the Coalition?t the Coalition?t the Coalition? The Coalition is a state-wide alliance of individuals and women’s organizations,
including 16 County Commissions for Women, working to ensure that all Marylanders have affordable, accessible,
high quality health care. Membership in the Coalition is free and its work is coordinated by an all-volunteer Steering
Committee that partners directly with its members. The Coalition was founded in 2006 because women have a
particularly powerful voice on the issue of health care reform – both as care givers and as the keepers of their own
and their families’ health. They often face the greatest barriers to health care. According to the Kaiser Family
Foundation, approximately 325,000 non-elderly women in Maryland were uninsured in 2007-08 and that number
has continued to rise during the recession.

How will the event benefit its members? How will the event benefit its members? How will the event benefit its members? How will the event benefit its members? How will the event benefit its members? This will     provide an opportunity to learn about the new law and how
member organizations can reach out to their own constituencies in order to achieve advancements for women and
their families.

What do we ask of our member organizations for this event?What do we ask of our member organizations for this event?What do we ask of our member organizations for this event?What do we ask of our member organizations for this event?What do we ask of our member organizations for this event? To inform their own members of this opportunity to
learn more about health care reform and to encourage them to participate.

What will be the outcomes? What will be the outcomes? What will be the outcomes? What will be the outcomes? What will be the outcomes? This event will: (1) raise awareness of the status of women’s health in Maryland, the
positive impact of health care reform legislation, and the issues surrounding its implementation; (2) reinforce the
positive image of our member organizations and the Coalition, and (3) increase their impact in serving the women
and families of Maryland.

The Coalition is parThe Coalition is parThe Coalition is parThe Coalition is parThe Coalition is particularly grateful to our host members:ticularly grateful to our host members:ticularly grateful to our host members:ticularly grateful to our host members:ticularly grateful to our host members:

 Anne Arundel County Commission for W Anne Arundel County Commission for W Anne Arundel County Commission for W Anne Arundel County Commission for W Anne Arundel County Commission for Womenomenomenomenomen

YWCA of Annapolis and Anne Arundel CountyYWCA of Annapolis and Anne Arundel CountyYWCA of Annapolis and Anne Arundel CountyYWCA of Annapolis and Anne Arundel CountyYWCA of Annapolis and Anne Arundel County

wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.mdhealthcar.mdhealthcar.mdhealthcar.mdhealthcar.mdhealthcarererererereforeforeforeforeform.orgm.orgm.orgm.orgm.org
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School Reform
BY LINDA MAHONEY

The Obama Administration has recently announced
initiatives on school reform and faith-based initiatives.
Billions in taxpayer dollars are promised to improve
education through funding of charter schools and merit pay.
Why you should care:
Faith-based charter schools discriminate in hiring, providing
tax-funded jobs based on religious belief or affiliation.  They
are allowed to teach that women are inferior to men.  They
are allowed to mandate that girls wear clothing which
restricts their physical activities.  There are generally few
requirements and little-to-no oversight re required
coursework or nondiscriminatory pupil acceptance
requirements or Title IX mandates – equal educational
opportunities including sports.  We are supporting
“educational” institutions which contravene every principle
of equal opportunity for girls.
Educational improvement is correctly being tied to the
nation’s long-term economic viability.  Goals include
improved early childhood education programs, higher
standards in elementary and high schools, a longer school
calendar, better teacher pay and recruitment, and expanded
college aid programs. However, more charter schools are a
key component of the increased education funding.
President Obama called on states to lift caps on the number
of charter schools, despite several recent comprehensive
studies indicating that fewer than 20% of charter schools
offer a better education than local public schools and 37%
were “significantly worse”. This despite the charters’ ability
to pick and choose their students, increased parental
involvement and improved parental emphasis on educational
importance.
Candidate Obama said that he was opposed to employment
discrimination, but a Justice Department spokesman has
repeatedly stated that the Administration would review
potential such problems “on a case-by-case basis.”
The recently signed stimulus bill includes $5 billion in new
funds for Head Start and Early Head Start. Overall, the $787
billion stimulus package includes $41 billion in total grants
to local school districts. No one can argue that children in
Mississippi deserve an education inferior to that of their
Pennsylvania or Iowa counterparts, and the President’s
discussion of “benchmarks for academic success” is
encouraging.
But we shouldn’t be funding schools which have lower
expectations of their female students than the males.  And
there should be absolutely no state or federal funding of any
entity which discriminates in hiring or in student eligibility
based on religion or sexual orientation, any more than we
would tolerate taxpayer funding of schools which would bar
African-American or Latino children.

Additionally, the Administration’s insistence on merit pay for
teachers will disadvantage children in the ghetto or the
barrio. There is no question that teachers who aren’t
effective shouldn’t be maintained in their current situations.
However, the teachers fired in the Rhode Island
“underperforming” high school were making extraordinary
efforts in an unstable, transient community whose median
income is $22,000, where 65% of the students are hispanic
and for most of them, English is a second language. In those
circumstances, the best teacher in the world cannot
unilaterally raise her students’ academic performance to that
of average middle-class kids who go to the same school
every day all year long, have books and computers in their
homes, and have parents who can help them with their
homework. In fact, despite subsequent grandstanding on this
issue by a variety of politicians media reports documented
improved test scores and graduation rates in recent years.
But school performance, as reflected in student achievement,
must be understood and improved only in the context of their
communities.  Certainly, rewarding the teachers who teach in
the affluent neighborhoods and have the easiest job and
withholding pay increases for those whose students are the
most challenging will result in fewer experienced teachers
for the children who need them the most.
www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2009-03-10-
obamaeducation_N.htm: David Jackson, “Obama urges
education reform” USA Today (March 10, 2010).
Sam Dillon, “Obama Calls for Major Change in Education
Law”, New York Times (March 13, 2010).
Michelle Boorstein and Kimberly Kindy, “Faith-based office
to expand its reach under Obama”, Washington Post (Feb. 5,
2009).
David Waters, “Obama council approves recommendations
to reform, expand faith-based initiative”, Washington Post
(Feb. 26, 2010).
Trip Gabriel, “Despite Push, Success at Charter Schools Is
Mixed”, New York Times (May 1, 2010).
Randi Kaye, “All teachers fired at Rhode Island school “,
CNN (Feb. 24, 2010).
thebostonchannel.com:”Obama Points to School That Fired
Teachers”.
Amanda Paulson, “Rhode Island school to rehire fired
teachers, shelving drastic plan”, Christian Science Monitor
(May 17, 2010).

http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2009-03-10-obamaeducation_N.htm
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MCNOW NEW OR RENEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

  Yes, sign me up for ________ years of NOW 
membership @ $35/1 yr, $65/2 yrs, $95/3 yrs

   I am a New Member
   I am a Renewing Member 

Member #_______________________ 
(Please fill in if you know your number.  If not, 
 MCNOW Membership Chair can find and fill in.)

  Yes, I would like to join/renew, but have 
 limited resources. I am enclosing $__________ 
($15-$34/year sliding scale: what you an afford)

  Yes, I would like to affiliate with MCNOW  
(chapter # MD0200)

  I am enclosing an additional contribution to 
MCNOW in the amount of $__________

Name

Address

City

State     Zip

Phone

Email*
*  By giving us your email address, you will receive a periodic MCNOW Feminist 

 Calendar, keeping you up to date on local news and events of interest to women.

Please make your check payable to Montgomery County NOW and 
mail along with this application to: MCNOW, P.O. Box 2301, Rockville, MD 
20847-2301 (To renew online with credit card, visit www.mcmdnow.org)

MAWSA
Conference
2010

Women and the politics of possibilities:
What have we made possible, what could
we dare to do?

Friday, June 11th, 2010, 8:00 am – 6:00 pm
Takoma Park/Silver Spring Campus,
Montgomery College

The theme of the 2010 Mid-Atlantic Women’s Studies
Association (MAWSA) conference is “Women and the
Politics of Possibilities: What have we
made possible, what could we dare to
do?”  Through this theme, the conference
will offer a full day of presentations that
look at women’s capabilities and capacity
for making change as leaders, activists,
organizers, teachers and artists – “what
have we made possible?” — as well as
those that explore what might be possible:
“what could we dare to do?”
The afternoon keynote speaker is
journalist and bestselling author Amy
Goodman, who will speak from 4:00 to
5:00 PM. Her talk will be followed by a
book sale and signing. 
Amy Goodman is an award-winning
investigative journalist and syndicated
columnist, author and the host of
Democracy Now!, airing on more than 800
public television/radio stations worldwide.

Goodman is the first journalist to receive the Right
Livelihood Award, widely known as the Alternative Nobel
Prize for “developing an innovative model of truly
independent grassroots political journalism that brings to
millions of people the alternative voices that are often
excluded by the mainstream media.” The Independent of
London named Amy Goodman and Democracy Now! “an
inspiration”; pulsemedia.org placed Goodman at the top of
their 20 Top Global Media Figures. 
Goodman is the author of four New York Times bestsellers. 
Her latest book, Breaking the Sound Barrier, proves the
power of independent journalism in the struggle for a better
world.  She co-authored the first three bestsellers, Standing

Up to the Madness, Static, and The
Exception to the Rulers, with her brother,
journalist David Goodman. Find more
information about Amy Goodman and
local broadcasts of Democracy Now! at
www.democracynow.org.
Registration for the full conference,
including lunch and Ms. Goodman’s talk,
is $65; $20.00 for students and seniors. 
Admission for Amy Goodman’s talk alone
is $20.00; $10.00 for students and
seniors; free to MC students.  Contact
information for the conference is
womensst@montgomerycollege.edu, or
(240) 567-5355. The Mid-Atlantic Region
Women’s Studies Association (MAWSA) 
is the regional branch of the National 
Women’s Studies Association (NWSA).

http://www.democracynow.org/
http://www.montgomerycollege.edu/Departments/wstudies/Archives/MAWSA2005/MAWSA.html


MC NOW Calendar of Events

Chapter Meetings generally take place on the first or second Monday of each month. All members are welcome.

JUNE

5 (Sat) 9:30 am – 3 pm  The Reform Party, Maryland
Women’s Coalition for Health Care Reform.
Celebrate passage of health care reform at
Leadership Forum and Coalition Bazaar.  YWCA
Annapolis, 1517 Ritchie Highway,  Arnold, MD.
RSVP by May 28th,  (410) 279-4525,
eastportelise@comcast.net ,
www.mdhealthcarereform.org

6 (Sun) 10 am – 4 pm  Women’s History Symposium, MD
Women’s Heritage Center, 39 W. Lexington St.,
Baltimore. Co-sponsored by MD NOW.  $35
admission (sliding scale) For more information,
contact Paula Abeles spabeles@patriot.net

7 (Mon) 7:00 – 9 pm  MCNOW Annual Elections Dinner,
La Madeleine, 11858 Rockville Pike, Rockville,
MD  20852.  For more information:
info@mcmdnow.org

11 (Fri) 8:00 am – 6:00 pm  Mid-Atlantic Women’s
Studies Annual Conference: Women and the
Politics of Possibilities, Montgomery College-
Takoma Park/Silver Spring Campus.
www.montgomerycollege/Departments/
wstudies/MAWSA2010.html
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16 (Wed) 12 – 1:00 pm  DC and HIV/AIDS, Planned
Parenthood of Metropolitan Washington Brown
Bag Lunch, 1110 Vermont Avenue, N.W., Suite
300, Washington, D.C.  Call (202) 347-8500 x6300
or e-mail events@ppmw.org to RSVP.

17 (Thu) 10 am – noon, How to Budget and Use Credit in
Today’s Economy, Janet Akman, LCWS-C, $20,
Montgomery County Commission for Women,
401 N. Wash. St., Suite 100, Rockville, MD  20850-
1703, www.montgomerycountymd.gov/cfw

22 (Tue) 12 – 1:30 pm  Clearinghouse on Women’s Issues
monthly meeting, American Council on Education
8th floor conference room, One Dupont Circle,
N.W., Washington, D.C. Free and open to the
public.  No reservations required. For more
information: www.womensclearinghouse.org

30 (Wed) 28th anniversary of the expiration of the  Equal
Rights Amendment Deadline on June 30, 1982

SAVE THE DATE

July 2-4 (Fri – Sun)

Loving our Bodies, Changing the World,  2010
National NOW Conference, Boston, MA

http://www.montgomerycollege.edu/Departments/wstudies/MAWSA2010.html
http://www.mdhealthcarereform.org/
http://www.womensclearinghouse.org/
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/cfwtmpl.asp?url=/content/cfw/index.asp



